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In June, many cities around the world host Pride celebrations recogniz-
ing the contributions and impact of LGBTQ people. These festivals, parades, 
and other gatherings commemorate the Stonewall Uprising of June 28, 1969, 
which many consider a watershed moment in 20th century LGBTQ history.1 

Accordingly, this issue of The Local Historian will focus on LGBTQ history. 
In particular, it will provide suggestions for ways to collaborate with LGBTQ com-
munities, and share strategies for researching and interpreting LGBTQ history. 
This article, specifically, aims to answer the question, “Why preserve and share 
LGBTQ history?” The answer involves exploring museum industry best practice 
and the role of museums and historic sites as trusted authorities on history. 

First, we should briefly address the acronym itself. “LGBTQ” stands for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning. It is an umbrella 
term that describes sexual orientation, gender, and gender expression. Though 
seemingly inclusive, the acronym excludes many other orientations, identi-
ties, and expressions. Therefore, it is important to remember the acronym rep-
resents a wide variety of experiences and histories, and even has a history all 
its own. Starting with just “GL” (gay, lesbian) in the late 1980s, it has continu-
ally grown, reflecting the diversity surrounding sexuality and gender. 

Diversity and inclusivity are central to museum industry best practice, and 
appear throughout the American Alliance of Museums’ (AAM) Standards Regard-
ing Public Trust and Accountability. The AAM stresses the importance of a mu-
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seum being “a good neighbor in its geographic area.”2  In 
other words, a museum or historic site must be able to work 
with the communities its mission serves and the communi-
ties who live near the physical building or site itself. LGBTQ 
people comprise roughly 3.5 percent of Ohio’s total popula-
tion, meaning public historians must assume LGBTQ people 
live near and visit local museums and historic sites.3 

It is also important to realize museum visitors—LGBTQ 
or otherwise—are interested in learning about LGBTQ 
perspectives throughout history. In her award-winning 
book, Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic 
Sites (2015), Susan Ferentinos cites several examples of 
museums that saw increased and diversified visitation after 
incorporating LGBTQ perspectives into their interpretation 
(see the July/August 2015 edition of The Local Historian for 
Nancy Yerian’s detailed review of the book).4  By presenting 
LGBTQ narratives, historic sites and museums around Ohio 
could attract new and diverse audiences ready for fresh 
perspectives in exhibits, programs, and other initiatives. 

Along with increasing visitation, inclusive narratives 
and interpretation allow museums and historic sites to au-
thentically share history. Presenting an authentic account 
of history often requires exploring multiple viewpoints. For 
years, however, museums and historic sites underrepre-
sented—if not plainly ignored—LGBTQ perspectives in col-
lections, exhibits, and programs. Scholars such as Michael 

Bronski and George Chauncey would strongly disagree with 
this approach to presenting history, as their works highlight 
the long histories of LGBTQ culture and people in the United 
States.5 It is important that public history organizations fol-
low suit and present these histories to our audiences because, 
as Ferentinos wrote, “museums can offer...visibility to a group 
of people who have been consistently marginalized or erased 
in the larger culture.”6  The invisibility of LGBTQ history in 
museums and historic sites is problematic because the public 
trusts these institutions to accurately portray the past. Con-
sider a 2018 American Association for State and Local His-
tory survey: 81 percent of respondents ranked museums and 
historic sites as “absolutely” or “somewhat” trustworthy.7 

As public historians, we have a responsibility to share 
and foster a true understanding of the past. In order to do this, 
we may need to look hard at the narratives we present and, at 
the same time, those we do not present. Museums and historic 
sites long ignored LGBTQ perspectives. But, it is encouraging 
to see more public history organizations incorporating LGBTQ 
history into their exhibits, programs, and other initiatives. Such 
examples show the importance of revisiting and expanding the 
histories we preserve and share. By preserving and sharing 
diverse histories, such as those of LGBTQ communities, public 
historians can live up to industry standards. Moreover, they 
can meet the public’s expectation that museums and historic 
sites will present authentic, well-rounded historical narratives. 
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