
4The Local Historian  January/February, 2014 

is in these roles that he further devel-
oped his passion for working closely 
with statewide historical organizations 
and museums. Welcome Mark! 

Sarah Sisser was named the execu-
tive director of the Hancock Histori-
cal Museum in August 2013. She had 
previously served as the museum’s 
interim director. Sisser graduated from 
the Savannah College of Art and Design 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in historic 
preservation. She also has a master’s 
degree in community planning from 
Auburn University.

Donna McGuire has joined the staff of 
the Lorain County Historical Society as 

Mark Sundlov is the new department 
manager of the Ohio Historical Soci-
ety’s Local History Office. He gradu-
ated from the U.S. Air Force Academy 
with a degree in U.S. History and then 
served as a launch control officer in 
the Minuteman missile system in North 
Dakota. Following his service commit-
ment, Sundlov worked in the historic 
sites system of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and then graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with 
his M.A. in Public History and Museum 
Studies. For the past seven years, Sund-
lov has worked with the State Historical 
Society of North Dakota as an historic 
site supervisor and then as a regional 
manager for the state’s historic sites. It 
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a collections and research assistant. She 
has experience in the travel industry 
and recently earned her master’s de-
gree in library science. She is currently 
working on updating the society’s 
library database. 

We are sad to report the death of 
Earl P. Olmstead on August 22, 2013. 
Olmstead served as president of the 
Tuscarawas County Historical Society, 
was instrumental in the placement of 
15 Ohio Historical Markers, and spear-
headed the finding of mass graves at 
Fort Laurens. He also served as a mem-
ber of the Ohio Bicentennial Commis-
sion, appointed by Governor George 
Voinovich.  

Enhancing Social Studies Content for Museum Educators

 The Ohio Historical Society is excited 
to introduce Museum in a Box: An 
Ohio History Resource Kit, which is an 
educational resource designed to enhance 
the revised Ohio Social Studies Academic 
Content Standards. This resource targets 
students at the elementary and middle 
school grade levels and includes hands-
on artifacts and images from the Ohio 
Historical Society’s collection that relate 
to the state’s unique history.
 Museum in a Box is an updated 
version of the Case Histories program, 
which was developed over a decade ago 
by the education department at the Ohio 
Historical Society. The objects and images 
included in each kit have been updated, 
refreshed, and streamlined for optimal 
use in various educational programs and 
settings. They were selected to engage 
students. In addition to being redesigned 
to align to Ohio’s revised Social Studies 
Academic Content Standards, an em-
phasis has been placed on 21st cen-
tury skills and historical thinking skills. 
These resource kits will allow students 
to examine, analyze, and ask questions 
about objects, images, and maps that will 
help students develop these crucial skills, 
which will benefit them for life. Museum 
in a Box kits are available in a variety of 
themes and are designed to be shipped 
to teachers, museum professionals, and 
librarians who are looking to enhance the 

student experience in their classrooms or 
organizations.  Museums can use these 
kits to enhance their current educational 
programming or as a small display to 
compliment an existing exhibit.
 In each case, you will find objects 
and images that can help develop an 
educational program, or compliment one 
that has already been created. Objects can 
be displayed like a small museum exhibit, 
or they can be handled by students to be 
analyzed. Each resource kit comes with 
an informational CD that will provide 
descriptions of all the objects, worksheets 
and activities, and any related historical 
information. There are currently five dif-
ferent topics to choose from, and all offer 
the same benefits to students in terms of 
developing their skills. These topics in-
clude First Ohioans, which are resources 

that relate to the people who lived in 
Ohio from 13,000 BCE to 1650 CE; Life 
of a Civil War Soldier, which contains 
objects that a Union soldier would have 
carried while enlisted; and Pioneer Life, 
which will give students a sense of what 
life was like for families who traveled to 
the Northwest Territory. Other topics are 
currently being re-developed to help meet 
the needs of educators and will be avail-
able in the fall of 2014.
 You can learn more about the Mu-
seum in a Box resource kits by visiting 
the website at http://www.ohiohistory.
org/education/museum-in-a-box, or by 
contacting the program administrator, 
Becki Trivison, at rtrivison@ohiohistory.
org. Resource kits are $40 for a two week 
rental period and can be shipped any-
where in Ohio.

By Becki Trivison, Museum 
in a Box Program Administra-
tor, Ohio Historical Society, 
Columbus

Items from the Pioneer Life Museum in a Box resource kit. Photo courtesy of the Ohio 
Historical Society. 





