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What is the ICA?

Founded in Oberlin 64 
years ago and now located 
in Cleveland, we are the 
oldest non-profit regional 
conservation center in the 
United States.



ICA’s approach to “Caring for Your 
Treasures” changed last year



We identified a community need

New York Times, Aug. 18, 2017 NextAvenue.org, Feb. 9, 2017

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/18/your-money/aging-parents-with-lots-of-stuff-and-children-who-dont-want-it.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/18/your-money/aging-parents-with-lots-of-stuff-and-children-who-dont-want-it.html?_r=0
http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/
http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/


“I want to care for my treasures, but…”

http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/

None of the children, 
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, neighbors, 
museums, historical 
societies, and libraries 
even want it!

http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/


How are we poised to respond?

• Host educational programs
• Publish newsletter articles
• Share contacts and resources:
Appraisers
Auction houses
Museum/library colleagues
Research on relevant topics



What do we know about preservation?

Preventative, pro-active activities, which improve a collection’s 
environmental conditions, and extend the lifespan of objects.



Collection Preservation Basics

• Practice proper care and handling
• Provide environmental control
• Reduce light exposure
• Watch for water damage and mold
• Control for pests



Use padded hangers & dust covers

Kits available from HangerBee
exhibitsmith.com/hangerbee

http://www.exhibitsmith.com/hangerbee


Encapsulation NOT LAMINATION!



Be skeptical of “acid free” label

Matting and housing 
materials should be: 

• Acid free and LIGNIN 
FREE

• 100% cotton
• Fade and bleed 

resistant
• Buffered to maintain 

alkaline pH 
Craft materials are not 
preservation-grade

Acid burn from improper 
backing board



Know when to call a professional 
conservator… and whom to call.*

*Hint: ICA is Ohio’s only nonprofit art 
conservation center



How can we 
help collectors 
connect their 
treasures to 
the next 
generation?



Let’s apply our museum principles:

•Expectation
•Curation
•Documentation
•Presentation
•Visitor Experience



Set reasonable expectations
• No one can be expected 

to take everything
• Acknowledge the 

difference between 
heirlooms (treasures) 
and the “stuff”

• Accept that your passion 
may not be theirs

• Find common 
intergenerational 
interests 



Select the best pieces to “make 
meaning” for others
• What are their interests? 

Listen, learn, then make 
a connection to your 
collection.

• Vintage is in! 
• Select something truly 

special to you.
• Share your memories 

and the connection.



Document who, what, when, where, 
why, and how it relates to you

• Use cards, and write in ink that 
won’t bleed, or in pencil

• Write out all names, full if 
possible, and use four digit 
dates

• Tie tags to 3-D objects, place 
acid-free cards in mylar 
envelopes with documents and 
photos

• Tell the story!



Presentation is everything

• Use “special” boxes
• Special occasions and holidays
• Housewarming, graduation, 

weddings
• It’s the thought that counts, 

but the package that makes it a 
present

• Have a plan for long-term 
storage, if it isn’t feasible in the 
short-term



Encourage collectors to see the next 
generation in their treasures



Follow ICA on social media for the latest 
program news!

http://pinterest.com/ICAconservation
http://pinterest.com/ICAconservation
https://www.facebook.com/ICA.ArtConservation/
https://www.facebook.com/ICA.ArtConservation/
https://www.instagram.com/icaconservation/
https://www.instagram.com/icaconservation/
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